Minutes

MIDWEST REGION

USASA

Washington, D.C.

October 20, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 am.  In attendance were:


Director        (1) - Bruno Trapikas


Deputy Director (1) - George Chazaro


Secretary       (1) - Ken Conselyea


Treasurer       (1) - Bill Davey


Illinois        (4) – Branko Ilic, Mario Candia,

                    - Joseph Zyzda, Bob Balciunas,

                    - Aleks Mihailovic, Hector Nava


Indiana         (4) – James Carson, Doug Pels,

                    - Daniel Nava, Kelm Zumbraegel,

                    - Allen Egilmez


Iowa            (3) – Harold Kahler


Kansas          (2) - Vic Boydo


Kentucky        (2) - Peggy Polley, Everett Polley


Michigan        (4) - Gerhard Mengel, Harold Kirkwood,

                    - Dyann Pugliese, Nick Radu


Minnesota       (4) – Kristin Nelson


Missouri        (1) - Casey Frankewicz,


Nebraska        (3) – Charles Hagen


Ohio North      (3) - John Gyekenyesi,

                    - Gianfranco Borroni, Blaz Pesorda

                    - Tom Chapman


South Dakota    (2) – Bill Cross


Southern Ohio   (3) - Ken Baldeosingh


Wisconsin       (2) - Richard Williams, Bill Sandoval


Guests              - Debra Trapikas, National Cups





    - Gerhard Mengel, National Cups

                    - Holly Hollingsworth, Reg.Ref.Coord.

                    - Don Keller, Vet. Comm.

CREDENTIALS REPORT – Blaz Pesorda

   Roll call was taken, all states present.
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REPORTS OF OFFICERS

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Bruno Trapikas

   He recounted the chain of events that led the USASA Exec. Committee to

   contract with Demosphere to construct an Online Registration program.

   The committee was told by the USASA Chairman that the US Soccer

   Foundation would appropriate $35,000 for advertising on the USASA Web

   Site, which would fund the first year of the program, prior to voting

   on it.  After the contract with Demosphere has been executed, they 

   learned that the US Soccer Foundation had not approved the proposal.

   He expressed doubts that all states will want to participate in the

   program and saying that he would not have voted for the contract if he

   had known the USASA was not going to receive those funds.

   Relocation of the USASA Office:  Some on the Committee would like to 

   move to a different city.  At this time they are looking to remain in

   Indianapolis.

   The Coed Cup Competition was suspended for 2007.  A committee was

   appointed to foster ideas on how to revitalize it and make it work as

   soon as 2008.

   The Mid Year meetings are anticipated to be held in Ft. Lauderdale,

   San Antonio and Phoenix in the next three years.

   The USASA is facing a deficit for this fiscal year.  It has a surplus

   which can fund it but changes must be made to correct the situation.

   USASA has received approximately $700,000 so far from California South.

   They have agreed to a payment schedule of the remaining debt in forty-

   eight months.  A large portion of that money goes to insurance and the

   USSF.

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS


Appeals


- Russell Rankenberg


Budget


- Larry Hall


Coaching


- Jerry Panek


Coed 



- Jim Sandowski, Jeanne Smith


Credentials

- Ken Conselyea


Grants


- Dyann Pugliese


Hall of Fame

- Bruno Trapikas


Membership


- Peggy Polley


Midyear Meeting

- tabled


Nat’l Cups


- not identified at this time


Referee


- John Motta


Rules



- Dan Trainor


Select Teams

- Carlos Rodriguez


Veteran’s Cup

- Tim Busch


Women’s Develop.

- Exec. Council recommends elimination


USASA Coaches




   Men’s Coach

- unfilled


   Women’s Coach

- Abner Rogers
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DEPUTY DIRECTOR – George Chazaro

   He attended the Nat’l Cups Tournament in Dallas, TX.  He was very pleased

   with the way it was run.  He expressed reservations with the division 

   online registration program.  He believes there should be a new look at

   the whole issue of USASA office relocation.

SECRETARIES REPORT – Ken Conselyea

   He read the minutes of a telephone conference held on August 16, 2006 by

   the Region Exec. Board (available from the secretary).  The Director was

   authorized to prepare a grant application to a community foundation

   in St. Joseph, MI for money to help fund the 2007 Region Cups.  They also

   authorized spending $200 for an ad in the USASA Hall of Fame Program.

   ON/KY moved to approve the minutes of the July 28, 2006 meeting as

   previously distributed by mail and email.  Passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Bill Davey

   He distributed a package including the 2006-07 Budget Analysis Summary,

   a comparison of registrations from 02-03 through 05-06 and a draft of the

   state assessment fees schedule (final amounts due will be sent to each

   state office).(afts)

SELECT TEAMS – Allen Egilmez

   He handed out a written report (afts).  The Donnelly Cup will be

   January 13-15, 2007 in Tampa, FL.  Men and Women teams from Illinois

   will represent the region.  The Region Select Team Trials will be held

   June 2-3, 2007 in Blaine, MN.  There was a discussion regarding

   participation in the trials.  It is hoped that more teams may take

   part this year because the event has been scheduled after the 

   Memorial Day weekend.

   Nominations for Region Women’s Coach are requested.

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS – Bill Davey

   The 2006 event will be held in the greater Chicago area at a site yet to

   be decided.  Treas./ON moved that any team that qualified for the 2006

   Tournament of Champions is eligible to participate in the 2007 event.

   If such team qualifies in both years, a state may send an additional

   runner-up team if it wishes to do so.  Passed unanimously.  IL/KS moved

   to increase the 2007 Region Tournament of Champions subsidy by 14.5%

   ($652.50) to help cover the cost of hosting a larger tournament.  Passed,

   IN voting no.
At this point the Council was addressed by Brooks McCormick, Chair., USASA.  He announced an open forum on Oct. 21.  The purpose is to look to the future

and to receive input from the members regarding the direction they would like to see the USASA go.

HALL OF FAME COMMITTEE – Richard Williams

   Forty-one people will be inducted at the inaugural ceremony and 

   dinner on Saturday, October 21.  He made a special point of thanking

   Debra Trapikas for her efforts in producing the program for the event.
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APPEALS – Bruno Trapikas for Brian Darling

   There were no appeals.

VET CUP – Don Keller

   He distributed a flyer for the July 17-22, 2007 event (afts).  It will be

   held in Bellingham, WA.  More information will be available soon on

   www.wssa.org.  A Director of Facilities from Bellingham addressed the

   council, promoting the event and the activities available in the area.

MIDYEAR MEETING – Hector Nava

   He described some of the plans and activities that will take place

   during the weekend.

MEMBERSHIP – Peggy Polley

   She asked the states to let her know of events to be held that might be

   fertile venues for recruiting.  If pins or pamphlets are needed, contact

   her.

HISPANIC DEVELOPMENT – George Chazaro

   No activity to report.

REFEREE REPORT – Holly Hollingsworth

   He recognized Blaz Pesorda as the Region Referee of the Year.

   (Sec. Note: Blaz Pesorda was selected the USASA National Referee of the

   Year on the following day.)  He distributed a written proposal regarding

   selection of referees for the Referee Exchange Program with Region III.

   SOH/KY moved to accept the proposal:


Criteria for Selection

1. The referees shall be National Referees in good standing

with their State Association.

2. The referees shall have officiated in Region II competitions

the previous season (Select Team Trials, Cup Competition or 


    the Tournament of Champions).

3. A referee who is a National Referee Candidate would be 

considered if a current National Referee is not available.

4. The assessor shall be a National Assessor in good standing in

their State Association and participated in previous Region II


    competitions.


Method of selection:

 A selection committee made up of Region II competition commissioners


 (Select Team Trials, Cup Competition and the Tournament of Champions)


 or their designee, the Region Referee Administrator and a chairperson


 named by the Region II Director.  The Region Referee Administrator


 would provide the committee with the referee recommendations of the


 assessors who attended the region events.  The committee would review


 the recommendations and other information from the past season and


 make the final selection of the officials.  This process can probably


 be done by email followed by a discussion at the USASA mid-year


 meeting.  The Region Referee Administrator would extend, on behalf of


 the Midwest Region, an invitation to the selected officials and


 coordinate their travel to the Region III tournament.

   Passed unanimously.  The Director then appointed Ken Baldeosingh

   Chairman of the Selection Committee.
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   Mike Wuertz was introduced as Chair of the Pat Smith Award Committee.

   He asked for nominations no later than February, 2007.

NATIONAL CUPS – Debra Trapikas

   She handed out a written report (afts).  It lists all the pertinent

   information, deadlines and fees for the 06-07 Cups.  She pointed out a

   correction in the text of a new rule on the page.  The correct version

   is:



A team in any division (except Men’s Open 



and Men’s Amateur) is excluded from the rule



of playing in a league of four teams if that



team resides outside of a 80 mile radius from



the nearest league.  The U-23 and Women’s O-30



teams are exempt from that rule all together.

   She is very excited about the region Cups Tournament location for 2007.

   It will be St. Joseph, MI.  Local interest and sponsorship will make the

   stay enjoyable for participants and families.

   The DVD of last year’s Region Cups has been released.  It has been made

   available to states and it is on the MWR website.  It will be distributed

   to coaches directly and at various conventions.

   She wants to compile a database in order to communicate directly to 

   teams.

   She showed a new brochure she produced to describe and encourage 

   Women’s participation in the Cups.

WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT – Bruno Trapikas

   He asked for support of the movement to drop the USASA Women’s

   Development Committee.

Jerry Zanelli addressed the council regarding status of the WPSL.

COACHING COMMITTEE – Aleks Mihailovic

   He was introduced as the MWR’s Coach of the Year.  (Sec. Note: He was

   selected as the USASA National Coach of the Year on the following day).

   He expressed his appreciation to states such as Michigan and Illinois 

   for putting on coaches courses.  Another one is scheduled for Chicago 

   on December 2-3.

GRANTS – Harold Kahler – Dyann Pugliese

   The committee has been asked to begin a program of seeking money as

   well as giving it out.  In the past year Michigan received a $2000 grant

   to assist a Hispanic league with registration fees.

PUBLICITY – Debra Trapikas

   She requested that states with a website put a link to the Midwest Region

   website on their site.
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COED CUP – Bill Cross

   He expressed a need for a database so they could communicate directly

   with potential teams.

RULES – Doug Pels

   No report.

BUDGET – Bruno Trapikas for Frank Borroni

   He said there may be several budget proposals brought to the floor at

   the National Council meeting.  Nothing has been formally distributed.

   He supports a reduction in spending but he wants planning to be done

   so that the full implications of various changes will be considered.

OLD BUSINESS – Bruno Trapikas

   None

NEW BUSINESS

   The Region Exec. Comm. recommended that:


1)2008 Select Team Trials be held in Illinois


2)2008 Tournament of Champions and Summer Meeting


  in the Indianapolis, IN area.


3)The 2008 Region Cups bid by MN did not meet the criteria.

  The Committee wants to reopen the biding until December 15

  so that MN and other states can submit bids for consideration.

  IL/KY moved to accept the Exec. Committee recommendations.  Passed

  unanimously.
   The Spring meeting and AGM will be in Los Angeles on February 23, 2007.

   The schedule will be Region meeting Friday, USASA Saturday, USSF on

   Sunday.

GOOD OF THE GAME

   James Carson congratulated and thanked Debra Trapikas for her efforts

   devoted to the National Cups program.

   Charlie Hagen announced that he will no longer be the representative

   for NE.  He thanked the council and especially the Director for his

   leadership.

Tom Hayes addressed the council on USASA Insurance matters.  Rates are

locked in for 2008.  He pointed out that an Indoor Insurance Program is 

now available to assist in marketing the USASA to indoor facilities.

Gerhard Mengel thanked Debra Trapikas for her assistance and the MWR for

its support of the National Cup Program.

The meeting was adjourned until February 23, 2007.

Respectfully submitted for corrections and additions.

Ken Conselyea

Secretary

MIDWEST REGION

