NOVEMBER 1998
Minutes

Midwest Region

USASA

St. Louis, MO

November 14-15, 1998

The meeting was called to order at 8:05 am. In attendance were:

Director -Bruno Trapikas

Deputy Director -Barbara Ulrich

Secretary -Ken Conselyea

Treasurer -Bill Davey

Illinois -George Chazaro, Casmir Mitchel,Charlie Dyson

Indiana -James Carson, Doug Pels

Iowa -Don Keller

Kansas -Lucio Arteaga

Kentucky -Brian Darling, Peggy Polley

Michigan -Gerhard Mengel, Ted Kuczara,Helmut von Oetinger, Dyann Pugliese

Minnesota -Mary Hollerung

Missouri -Ted Konsewicz, Marie Savery

Nebraska -Randy Parker

North Dakota -inactive

Ohio North -Gianfranco Borroni

South Dakota -

Southern Ohio -Ken Baldeosingh

Wisconsin -Mike Zawada

Committee Members -Select Team - Richard Williams

-Publicity - Cathy O’Neill

-Division Leagues - Robert Reid

Guests -USASA - Mike Edwards

-USYSA - Virgil Lewis

-Insurance - Tom Hayes
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CREDENTIALS - Ken Conselyea

Roll was called, number of votes was established. A quorum was verified. It was announced that the North Dakota State Association has disbanded. The teams will merge with Minnesota.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT - Bruno Trapikas

He thanked Missouri for its efforts in hosting the meeting. He handed out a new Region Directory (available from the secretary). He expressed his hope that we can move toward a closer relationship with the youth. One area of cooperation might be to host Region Cup Finals in conjunction with the youth. He reported on some of the activities ongoing toward that end. He confirmed that the current Medical Insurance rate will remain the same through August 2000. There is now a medical discount card available as a fund raiser. Taxes will be paid by USASA. After tax profit will be passed to states. He mentioned the new web page "Socceronline". 

"Keeping In Touch" will be published on heavier paper which will make it look much more commercial/professional. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR’S REPORT - Barbara Ulrich

She distributed World Cup key chains to all. She expressed a willingness to assist anyone with problems they have in their states or the region.

SECRETARIES REPORT - Ken Conselyea

No correspondence to review.

TREASURER’S REPORT - Bill Davey

He distributed a Financial Report, Summary Report and Statement of Accounts. Kansas motioned, Kentucky seconded to accept the reports, passed unanimously.

NATIONAL CUPS - Helmont von Oetinger

He lead a discussion of how cup participation could be increased. He asked that all states send him the name and address of their Cup Chairman. Southern Ohio motioned to hold the 1999 Regional Cup Finals in Minnesota. Indiana seconded, passed unanimously.

Gerhard Mengel, National Cup Commissioner, announced the National Amateur Finals will be held in Merlin Heights, MO. He also announced that there will be a National Amateur Open Cup Finals this year if the marketing agreement is signed providing the necessary funds. Helmut distributed rule books and a cup administration book to all states that gave him the name of their respective cup commissioner. 

DIVISION LEAGUES - Bob Reid

He distributed a report (afts) and asked the council to send him their thoughts and ideas regarding what the Division Region League Committee should be working towards and considering to improve the game. At this point the group was addressed by Mike Edwards. He announced a recent agreement with Official Sports establishing sponsorship of  referees at division events. The relationship with USISL and USASA was discussed. He also responded to questions regarding the Select Team program’s accomplishments and goals relative to it’s cost. He spoke of $425,000 as our share of the USSF Marketing agreement which is to help fund USASA programs.
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MEMBERSHIP - Don Keller - Peggy Polley

He talked about plans for attending major events to give exposure of USASA and it’s programs. He said that the tournament for 30 & 40 year old’s held last year in Iowa will be continued in Minnesota on the Memorial Day weekend, 1999. Peggy distributed prints from the new USASA website "Socceronline.com".She previewed and took orders for USASA bumper stickers which will be then distributed by the states. At this point the group was addressed by Virgil Lewis. He discussed several issues involving youth and amateur cooperation. 

US SOCCER FEDERATION GRANTS - Gianfranco Borroni

He gave a presentation which explained how grant applications are reviewed and approved/disapproved. He distributed information relative to the program (afts). He encouraged all to apply for money, emphasizing that matching monies will greatly improve the chances of getting a grant. 

REFEREES - Ken Baldeosingh

He distributed a written report on recent activities.(afts) He announced the Region’s Referee of the Year - Agustin Gonzalez from Indiana. He asked for guidelines on assigning and fees for interstate cup games. 

The secretary motioned that the minimum for officiating interstate cup games be set at $50.00-referee, $25.00 each for 2 assistant referees, $15.00 for fourth official plus $.29 mile to and from the referee’s home . Kansas seconded, motion passed with Indiana voting no. The secretary motioned that decisions regarding referee assignment to interstate cup games be made by the Region Referee Coordinator. Kansas seconded, passed unanimously.

DIVISION LEAGUES - James Carson

He made a brief report and discussed some problems related to registration.At this point the council joined the Regions Youth Council to hear bids from Springfield, MO and De Moines, IA for hosting the Youth Regionals in 2001. Subsequently the youth council turned down a suggestion by our council to hold regionals at the same site in 2001. Iowa motioned that the Executive Committee be proactive in efforts to improve our relationship with the Region II Youth. Southern Ohio seconded, passed unanimously. 

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS - Ken Conselyea

He distributed a copy of proposals for improving the tournament.(afts) There followed a series of motions, discussions and votes. Wisconsin motioned to hold the 1999 Tournament of Champions in Southern Ohio. Kansas seconded, passed unanimously.Southern Ohio motioned to allow three guest players per team in future Tournament of Champions. Wisconsin seconded, passed unanimously.
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Michigan motioned that teams must send at least one representative to the Friday night meeting. The representative must have passes/roster, etc necessary to register the team. Penalty for non compliance is a $100 fine. Iowa seconded, passed unanimously. Kentucky motioned to give the Tournament Committee discretion in enforcing "Game time is forfeit time" rule. So. Ohio seconded, passed unanimously. Michigan motioned to allow the Tournament Committee to set length of all games (min. length 60 min.). Indiana seconded, passed unanimously. Iowa motioned that semi final games, tied at the end of regulation, shall be decided by "kicks from the penalty mark". Michigan motioned that the Tournament Committee be authorized to write a letter to the state association of a team recommending that team not be allowed to participate in the next year’s Tournament of Champions. Indiana seconded, passed unanimously. Rule changes in the Tournament of Champions will be formally worded and printed by Region Rules Committee. 

RULES COMMITTEE - Casey Mitchel

The USASA Constitution is being rewritten. It is probable that it willbe adopted at the Midyear meeting. He hopes to have the necessary changes in the Region Administration Handbook ready on the same weekend. States will receive some sort of model for their own purpose. Kansas motioned to repeal the mandatory referee representation rule for Region Cup Finals which was adopted on August 20, 1998. Michigan seconded, passed unanimously.

PUBLICITY - Cathy O’Neill

She discussed the need and efforts to reach the U-18, 19’s. She asked for all states to send her information for use in "Keeping In Touch". Examples might be tournament news, results, team and/or league accomplishments. Plans for upcoming events are all needed. She handed out packets for sending news items to her. The Director will ask USASA for the magazine mail list so that states can be sure that the right people are being sent issues.

WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT - Julius Roth

He was unable to attend due to illness.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY - George Chazaro

He discussed several items under consideration by his committee and answered questions from the group.

MID YEAR MEETING - Helmut von Oetinger

He discussed plans for the meeting in Dallas. Updates on the various workshops will be sent at a later date.

APPEALS - Brian Darling

No appeals filed.
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GRANTS (Build USASA) - Mike Zawada

$16,000 is in USASA budget. Another $25,000 will probably be added from the Marketing Agreement with USSF. He spoke about this new program for funding local creative ideas to build amateur membership. Grant application forms will be distributed through the mail in early December.Grants are expected to be in the $2-5 thousand range.

USASA BUDGET - James Carson

The committee had not met as yet.At this point the meeting was recessed until 9:00 am on 11/15/98.

HEALTHY GOALS SAVINGS CARDS - Tom Hayes

He introduced the marketing cards (not a health card) as a fund-raiser for amateur state associations. The program allows states to sell cards to individuals/families for $40/yr. The card provides discounts up to 50% on prescriptions at 40,000 pharmacies including Wal-Mart, K Mart, Rite-Aid and CVS. It also saves up to 30% on routine eye exams and up to 50% on eyeglasses. The state association receives $3.50 to $4.00 per card sold. Annual renewals give the state the same amount. Brochures are free. They will be made available in the very near future.

SELECT TEAM - Richard Williams

Site for 1999 trials will be Rockford, IL at the Raptors complex rather than the Municipal Fields used previously. He distributed a report and a paper designed to promote discussion and new ideas to build the program. (afts) Several suggestions were put forward. One was a new format which would allow the states to participate at a much lower cost then in the past. Illinois motioned to continue with the standard format in 1999. The Director and Chairman are to develop the "pilot" program and apply for grant monies to allow the new format to be used in 2000. Wisconsin seconded, passed unanimously

BUDGET - Bill Davey

He distributed a budget for 1999. Following discussion and minor changes Southern Ohio motioned to adopt the budget. Wisconsin seconded, passed unanimously. The final budget will be distributed by the Treasurer. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:25 am on Sunday, 11/15/98.

Respectfully submitted,

 

Ken Conselyea

Secretary

MIDWEST REGION

