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Minutes

MIDWEST REGION

Ft. Wayne, Indiana
July 25, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 am.  In attendance were:


Director

(1)
-
Bruno Trapikas


Deputy Director
(1)
-
George Chazaro


Secretary

(1)
-
Ken Conselyea


Treasurer

(1)
-
Bill Davey


Illinois


(4)
-
Joseph Zyzda, Branco Ilic, Bob Balciunas 



Indiana


(4)
-
Doug Pels, Klem Zumbraegel, 




Iowa


(2)
-


Kansas


(3)
-
Vic Boydo

Kentucky

(3)
-
Peggy Polley, 
Michigan

(4)
-
Gerhand Mengel, Nick Radu, Dyann 







Pugliese, Jack Ciraulo
Minnesota

(4)
-


Missouri

(2)
-
Holly Hollingsworth
Nebraska

(2)
-
Wayne Wilson

Ohio North

(3)
-
John Gyekenyesi, Blaz Pesorda, 






Andy Spiranovich

South Dakota

(2)
-


Southern Ohio

(3)
-
Ken Baldeosingh

Wisconsin

(2)
-
Richard Williams, Bill Sandoval

Guests



-
Debra Trapikas, Region National Cups

·       Everett Polley, Former Regional Director
·       Don Keller, Region Veteran’s Cup





CREDENTIALS REPORT – Blaz Pesorda 





 Roll call was taken.  All states were present with the exception of Iowa, Minnesota 



 and South Dakota.   
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Bruno Trapikas
He thanked those who supported him in his quest to become the USASA Chairman last February.  He went through a number of items, some new and some previously discussed during the monthly region conference calls.  The 2009 Tournament of Champions will be Aug. 1-2.  As of today, there are no bids to host the TOC for 2009 as yet.  He congratulated all the teams that participated in the National Cups and also the KY Soccer Association for hosting the event.  He recognized both Ken Baldeosingh and Debra Trapikas for being selected for induction into the USASA Hall of Fame.  The Region’s Referee of the Year is Landis Wiley of Iowa.  The Pat Smith Award went to Mike Bazakos of MN.  Vic Boydo is now the Chairman of the Regional Grants Committee.  Dyann Pugliese was thanked for her work as the past Chair.  He said he has tickets each month as a part of the USASA /MLS sponsorship agreement for several MLS games.  Too often they go unused simply because they are not requested.  
The two Adult representatives on the NBOD of the USSF, Brooks McCormick and Jim Hamilton, reported that referee fees are going up.  They also reported that the USSF has a surplus of net assets totaling sixty million dollars.  They also reported that the idea of the US hosting the World Cup in 2018 is not looking very good.  The 2009 AGM will be in Orlando, FL at the Hilton (formally the Dolphin) on the Disney property, March 13-15.  The 2010 AGM will be in New Orleans in February.  
He had a number of things to report regarding the USASA.  He is very impressed with the USASA website.  He said Steve Addington and Carolina Finol have really improved it.  He talked about the Cal South situation. The Cal South Youth has asked to take over the association.  Cal South is now registering 5000 players.  They used to register 30,000.  USASA will be conducting hearings in early August to determine if the association should continue as a part of the USASA.  If the association is removed, there is a possibly that another group that might step in to take over the association.   They would then apply to be a part of the USSF and the USASA.  A new three year lease for the office in Indianapolis has been signed.  The office will be enlarged.  The budget process for 2009-10 has started.  There may be an alternative budget constructed with a fee increase.  This is to be presented to the membership in the spring.  The Director does not think a fee increase would pass.  He pointed out that a year ago there was a consensus of the Executive Committee that Toni Briggs should provide a target amount that should be in the Reserve Fund.  A suggested amount has not been forthcoming.  It is now scheduled for Aug. 19th meeting.  The current unrestricted net assets of the USASA are around $700,000.  At the direction of the last council meeting, the budget must be balanced.  A policy was adopted that requests for e-certs must include team contact information for each team using the facility.  The results of the demographic survey conducted by the USASA should be available soon.  He gave a report on the Elite Player Camp held in CA based upon what he had been told.  Most of the players came from Region III and IV.  There are some issues with the NCAA about the player’s expenses being paid by state associations.  He expressed concern that the minutes of the last Exec. Comm. meeting have not been published yet.  It is now four days beyond the required date of release.  The Exec. Comm. was supposed to have monthly teleconferences.  None have been held.  An Insurance Committee (Wayne Wilson is the region’s representative) has been established.  It is to provide rates for a series of options.  An insurance consultant has been hired to assist in the new process.  
DEPUTY DIRECTOR’S REPORT – George Chazaro
He supports the effort to investigate different insurance coverages.  He would like to see the states have the option of purchase their own insurance.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT – Ken Conselyea
He had no correspondence relative to this meeting.  KY/MI moved to accept the Minutes of the February 15, 2008 meeting as previously distributed by email and regular mail.  After a change to reflect that Carlos Folino had attended the meeting as an SRA, not as a delegate from MI, the motion passed unanimously.    
TREASURERS’ REPORT – Bill Davey

A written report was handed out.  The proposed budget will be discussed later in the meeting.

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS – Bill Davey

Thirty teams are entered this year.  He would like to have suggestions on how to get more states involved.  He expressed thanks to theFt. Wayne German Club for all they are doing to provide a great venue for the tournament.  He conducted a drawing for the for the Men’s Open Semi Finals.  The Director displayed the gifts from the region and from the USASA that will be presented to James Carson (retiring Indiana State President) at tonight’s dinner in his honor.
UPDATES FROM THE STATE ASSOCIATIONS ON PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
IN-The state has a new SRA, Samir Yasa
MI – They will have a Hall of Fame event in Oct.  The new indoor facility is doing quite well.

WI – They just finished their league championships.  The Milwaukee Bavarians are the Major League champions.  They are concerned about unaffiliated leagues that are limiting the growth of the state’s registration  numbers.  
OHN – They are actively participating in the Ohio Soccer Hall of Fame this year.   
NE – They are working to increase numbers but they have difficulties finding additional fields and the “cowboy” leagues don’t want to pay the increased cost of affiliation.
KS – They have affiliated more three Hispanic leagues.  He expressed thanks to Bill Davey, SRA for his assistance in signing the leagues.

MO – There have been no new major changes.

SOH – SOH is working hard on the OSHOF in conjunction with OHN to include a wider range of inductees this year.  A new website has been developed.   SOH was the only state in the region that participated in the Elite Player Program.  They found it much more efficient and less costly than the old Select Team Program.  The State Referee Committee held a referee day at the Columbus Crew that attracted 500 officials.
KY – They have worked with the KY Youth Soccer Association to establish a KY Hall of Fame.  Inductions will be on Aug. 2.  They are negotiating with Hispanic leagues.  They are maintaining the cost of registration at the same level this year.
IL – They have been holding a large tournament to attract Hispanic teams.  Large cash prizes and complete uniform sets are big incentives.  The Chicago Beach Soccer Tournament will be held with 150 teams participating.  They have gathered a large number of sponsors to assist in the event.  IL will have 3 teams in the National Cups in Seattle.  
MN – (via email) 2 of the 5 leagues have paid in full.   The others will do so shortly. They hope to start a new website soon.  
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DONNELLY CUP AND ELITE PLAYER PROGRAM – Bruno Trapikas in lieu of Allen Egilmez
There is no money allocated for this program in the region’s budget.  There is some confusion about funding for the Donnelly Cup.  He said there is possibility of having a Donnelly Cup this spring but he doubts it.

COACHING – Bruno Trapikas in lieu of Aleks Mihailovic

The Exec. Comm. unanimously determined that no credible nominations for Coach of the Year were proffered.  There was one nomination however while the person involved may well be a fine person and excellent coach, his participation in USASA events and programs was very limited.  Therefore the deadline for nominations has been extended to Aug 1. (Sec. Note: Krzystof Lisek has since been named MWR Coach of the Year.)
USASA HALL OF FAME – Richard Williams

He distributed a table of the cost of an ad  in the 2008 Hall of Fame Induction Program.  He hoped all of the states would purchase an ad this year.  He also handed out a copy of a proposal by Region IV that he described as taking away the selection process from HOF members.  The effect was of the proposal was to assure an even number of inductees from each region.  He was opposed to it and hopes no one will vote for it if it comes to a vote at the Midyear Meeting.  He said the HOF Committee would like to be funded to pay for travel for inductees to the Midyear Meeting.  The low number of inductees each year now make it affordable.
APPEALS –No report

REFEREES – Holly Hollingsworth

He distributed a written report.  It covered the National Cups, the Region III Exchange Program and the Tournament of Champions.  The TOC prompted a long discussion on how to increase attendance by both officials and states.  One of the ideas was to conduct a survey on the web to identify problems and hopefully lead to new solutions.  
PAT SMITH AWARD – Ken Baldeosingh for Mike Wuertz

Mike Bazakos of MN is the 2008 Pat Smith Award recipient.

NATIONAL CUPS – Debra Trapikas

She distributed a written report then elaborated upon the contents.  There were a number of problems connected to NCAA restrictions this year.  Most have to do with the U-23 players who were still in college. U-23 Nationals may be on a different weekend next year to accommodate the college players.  There are several changes to be proposed in hopes of increasing participation.  One is to consolidate the Women’s Open, Amateur and O-30 into one division to be known as the Women’s Cup.  National Cups will be July 24-26 in FL.  She is concerned about the Cup Commissioners in several states.  She offered to visit the states to help solve problems if asked.  The report listed several points regarding choosing and assisting Cup Commissioners do their jobs.
REGION WEBSITE – Debra Trapikas

The Cups Comm./SOH moved to develop and utilize a page on the USASA website rather than maintain an independent MWR website.  Passed unanimously. 
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REGIONAL GRANTS - Vic Boydo

He distributed a folder outlining the program and containing grant application forms.  He reminded the council that the grants are for the purpose of increasing membership, not for new or upgrading of facilities.  Deadline for applications is Sept 30.   There is $5000 available for this year.

MIDYEAR MEETING – Bruno Trapikas
It will be held Oct. 10-12 in San Antonio.  The schedule is the same as in past years.

COED NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS – Bruno Trapikas

It will be held in Texas on Oct. 24-26.  Deadline for early bird ($300) entries is Sept 10; regular entries $375 by Sept 24.  Additional information is on the USASA website.

WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT – Cathy O’Neill

There is no funding for the committee.

MEMBERSHIP – Hector Nava, Peggy Polley

There are free English and Spanish recruiting/informational brochures available to all just by asking the USASA to send them to the states.
VETERAN’S CUP – Don Keller

He distributed a flyer advertising the 2009 Vet Cup to be held in Lancaster MA on July 7-12.  They will have 12 fields (5 of them artificial).  There were 85 teams for the Cups in 2008.

GRANTS(USASA) – Bruno Trapikas in lieu of Harold Kahler

There is no funding for the grants program at this time.

RULES – Bruno Trapikas in lieu of Kris Nelson

Idaho will propose a change in Bylaw 106 to make the seasonal year the same as the voting year.  There was discussion of the situation regarding the Dep. Directors not being funded for travel to the Exec. Comm. meetings.  The Director believes they should be funded to attend the meetings and have a vote.
USASA BUDGET – Bruno Trapikas with update

Peggy Polley is now the region’s representative on the USASA Budget Committee.
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OLD BUSINESS
2009 REGIONAL EVENTS
2009 Regional Cups site will be determined by the region Exec. Comm.  It will probably be in IL on June 26-28 subject to IL reaching an agreement with a hotel to host the event and IL accepting the budget from the Council of $6500. (Sec Note: Budget was subsequently increased and IL accepted the figure.)
2009 Tournament of Champions will be on 8/1-2 The MWR meeting would be on 7/31.  IN and MI have expressed interest in being the host state.. (Sec. Note:  MI has since withdrawn.  IN has been selected.)

2009 U-20 Competition might be held in Region I if they are interested.  The Exec Comm. has decided to award $1000 as a prize to the 2008 Champion since the game with Region I did not happen.  SOH/IL moved to carry over $3000 unused money to be added to the $4000 budgeted 2008-09.  Passed unanimously.  (Sec. note: This was included in the budget approval process later.)
NEW BUSINESS
2008-09 BUDGET – Bill Davey

He handed out and explained the proposed budget.  KY/IL moved to approve the budget.  
Cup Commissioner/IL moved to increase promotion/misc. by $150 to buy shirts for the region’s referees who are assigned to the National Cups.  Passed unanimously.

SOH/OHN moved to add $2500 for a 2nd place prize in each division.  Cup Comm. is to decide upon an appropriate prize.  
Cup Comm./IL moved to increase the amount of Region National Cups Tournament State Host Subsidy by $500 to $6500.  Passed unanimously.

IL/SOH moved to include the $600 in fines for missing meetings in 07-08 in budget for 2008-09.  Passed unanimously.

The budget proposal as amended passed unanimously.
GOOD OF THE GAME
Debra Trapikas expressed her appreciation for being nominated to the USASA Hall of Fame.

It was noted that even though MN had no teams participating in the TOC, they sent a larger contingent of officials to the event.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted for corrections or additions,

Ken Conselyea

Secretary
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