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Minutes

MIDWEST REGION

USASA

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
October 19, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 8:33am.  In attendance were:

Director 

(1)
 - 
Bruno Trapikas


Deputy Director

(1)
 - 
George Chazaro


Secretary 

(1)
 - 
Ken Conselyea


Treasurer

(1)
 - 


Illinois 


(4)
 -           Joseph Zyzda, Gregory Vlamakis




 - 
Bob Balciunas


Indiana


(2)
 -
James Carson, Doug Pels, Klem Zumbraegel                  


Iowa


(3)
 -           Harold Kahler

Kansas


(3)
 - 
Vic Boydo


Kentucky 

(3)
 - 
Peggy Polley, Brian Darling

Michigan

(4)
 - 
Gerhard Mengel, Dyann Pugliese,Nick Radu, 

 Jack Ciraulo                    

Minnesota 

(4)
 - 
Kris Nelson


Missouri      

(2)
 - 
Casey Frankewicz, Holly Hollingsworth

Nebraska     

(2)
 - 
Wayne Wilson


Ohio North 

(3)
 - 
John Gyekenyesi, Blaz Pesorda      

North Dakota 


 - 


South Dakota 

(1)
 - 
Bill Cross

Southern Ohio

(3)
 - 
Ken Baldeosingh


Wisconsin 

(2)
 - 
Richard Williams, Bill Sandoval

Guests        

     
 - 
Debra Trapikas, Region National Cups

- 
Alex Mihailovic, Coaching
 - 
Don Keller, Region Veteran’s Cup
-
Riley Sober
CREDENTIALS REPORT – Blaz Pesorda 
 Roll call was taken.  All states were present with the exception of North Dakota.  The Treasurer was absent with apology.   WI/KY moved to accept the Credentials Report.  Passed unanimously.
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Bruno Trapikas
He said his report did not have to be a lengthy as it sometimes is because we have been keeping up to date by holding the monthly conference calls.  He commented on USASA matters.  Office staff has been hired.   Steve Addington was present at our last meeting.  Since then Carolina Finol has also been hired.  The USASA office will stay in Indianapolis.  There was an offer to house the office in N. TX but no action has been taken.  He doubts that it would be accepted since the offer came in a long time after the deadline for bids.   The Exec. Comm. determined over his objection that it should have final say over the Hall Of Fame Comm. selection of inductees.  All of the HOF Comm. selections were accepted.   The Dir. will propose at the AGM that the HOF Comm. become a separate Special Comm.  It would be made up from members of the HOF.   Political influences would be generally removed from the selection process.  There will be no further consideration of an alternate hotel in HI.  National Cups will be held in Seattle again in 2008.  He hopes that it can be scheduled for Aug 8 & 9 to avoid conflict with other events and save considerable money for the teams attending.  The budget for 2008-09 was reviewed.  He and Bill Bosgraaf voted to delete $50,000 earmarked for the registration system.  The motion was defeated 4 to 2.  The Nov. MWR conference call will be on 11/14 at 9:00 pm.
Deputy Director’s Report – George Chazaro

Earlier he had sent out an informational letter to the state presidents.  He asked all to be thinking about the elections to be held in February.  In his opinion changes must be made.

Secretary’s Report – Ken Conselyea

He had no correspondence relative to this meeting.  MI/WI moved to accept the Minutes of the July 28, 2007 meeting as previously distributed by email and regular mail.  Passed unanimously.
Treasurers’ Report – Bruno Trapikas for Bill Davey

A written report was handed out (available from the Sec.)  It included a summary of the 2006-07 state assessment fees.  There was a copy of the 2007-08 Budget.  There was also a report of the region’s registrations from 2002 through 2007.

Select Teams – Bruno Trapikas for Allen Egilmez – Bill Bosgraaf
The Director pointed out that we anticipate a visit from Bill Bosgraaf.  He will present a new program (Elite Players Program) that is to take the place of the Select Team Program.  Aleks Mihailovic, Men’s USASA National Teams Coach, gave a report on the team’s very successful trip to Ireland.   
(Sec. Note:  Mr. Bosgraff arrived later in the day to give his address.  It is included in this section to maintain orderly arrangement.)   A written draft was distributed (afts). The Select Team Committee has been charged with determining a way to save money, make it more economical for the states to participate, make it more inclusive and at the same time result in a pool of better players.  Thus was born the Elite Players Program.  They are going to have a 4 day National Camp in late June or early July for both men and women separately to which the best players will be invited.  However there will be no Regional Trials.  The players will be identified at the state level.  They will develop a National Coaching Staff of a Head Coach and two Assistant Coaches.  Each state will have scouts (1-3 depending on the size of the membership and potential).  Scouts will be determined between the National Coaches and the states.  They will travel around the states looking at men’s and women’s games at various levels and even games played by unaffiliated teams.  The individual states can fully or partially 
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fund the travel for the one, two or three men and women chosen to travel to National Camp instead of sending complete teams to region trials.  Two National Teams will be picked at the camps.  

USASA Hall of Fame – Richard Williams

There will be forty people inducted into the HOF this year.  Nineteen people had deferred their induction from last year.  Twenty-one will be new this year.  He listed the sixteen from the MWR to be honored this evening.  
National Cups – Debra Trapikas

She thanked everyone for their support during her recent surgery and recuperation.   A written report was distributed (afts).  She is very concerned by the lack of funding from National and the expense that must be borne by the teams competing in the tournament.  She said there will be several changes to be made at the regional level.  There will be limit on the goal differential.  She is concerned that a four day tournament is too difficult for the players.  Some states have asked that we return to the practice of playing interstate games prior to the finals weekend.  She asked for input from both sides of the issue.  A written report about the U-20 program was distributed.  The MWR will have a U-20 program under similar rules to the existing U-23 group.  The Director has been working on beginning a competition between our Region and Region I.   As envisioned, our champions will travel to play the champions of Region I.  The following year will see the competition played in the MWR.   Peggy Polly (KY) said that they will be sending out information about hotels and other items for the 2008 Region Cups to be held in Bowling Green, KY.  
www.soccermidwest.us - Region Website – Debra Trapikas

The site has been down for several weeks.  The cause is yet to be determined but she is planning to start from scratch to rebuild it.  

Tournament of Champions – Bruno Trapikas for Bill Davey

Proposed rule changes will be considered during New Business.

James Carson reported that it would be in the region’s best interest to change the 2008 T of C venue from Indianapolis to Ft. Wayne because a NASCAR event will be held in town on the same weekend.  KY/IL moved to accept the change to Ft. Wayne, IN.  Passed unanimously.  The plans for Ft. Wayne were detailed by Klem Zumbraegel.  It will be played at the German Club.  Hotels will be approximately $85 to $95 per night, most including breakfast.  Contact person at the German Club is:

 

Mike Zumbraegel, 

mikez@bandwequipment.com 

 

1-800-242-4819

The region meeting will be July 25.  The tournament will be July 26-27.

Appeals – Brian Darling

He said that there were some appeals that have been resolved.  There is an appeal from this region that has just been filed.  He voiced concern that many states do not have consistent, written appeals policies or processes. 
Veterans Cup – Don Keller
He distributed a flyer and an entry form the 2008 Vet Cup to be held in Bellingham, WA, July 8-13, 2008.  He
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 spoke about the 2007 event.  A DVD has been produced about the Vet Cup.  It will be available.  He suggested that any person or team interested in playing in the 2008 event contact Tim Busch to be put on his email list so they get the latest information as it is released.  More referees are needed.  The Director emphasized Don’s plea that every state should pass along information about the Vet Cup and other programs of the region and the USASA to its members. 
Referees – Holly Hollingsworth

He suggested that more states should communicate with their SRA’s to let them know of the officiating needs, requirements and opportunities regarding the all of the USASA and regional events.  He pointed out that there are a very large number of games and tournament is the summer.  The officials can only spend so much time away from their families and jobs.  Advance notice will allow the referees to prioritize and plan ahead with a greater chance of getting all the demands fulfilled.  He said the region was very well represented at National Cups.  Noting that National Camp was coming up in January, he said that he hoped that the states would financially assist the referees invited to the camp.   Payback could be in the form of commitment by the officials to work a set number of games in the adult leagues.  
The Director said that he received word from Mike Wertz that there had been no nominations received for the 2008 Pat Smith Award.  

Membership – Bruno Trapikas for Hector Nava

Hector was working MYM registration and unable to attend the meeting.  Peggy Polly said Hector is doing a great job.  He will be attending at least three meetings/workshops in 2008.  Contact him if you want him to come to an event.

Grants (USASA) – Harold Kahler

The committee has no budget and no report

Women’s Development Committee – Bruno Trapikas for Cathy O’Neil

The Committee still exists as a Standing Committee even though it is not funded.

Co-ed National Championships – Bruno Trapikas for Bill Cross

It is possible there will be a budget amendment to fund the committee in 2008.  There was a survey taken that showed a preference to hold the event in the summer.  The last heard was that it might be in October in Las Vegas.

Rules Committee – Chris Nelson

She talked about a proposal to be considered at the National Council that would require a nomination for USASA Officers to be made no later than 45 days prior to the election.  The consensus of the room was that it should not pass.  
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USASA Budget – Bruno Trapikas for Branco Ilic
Larry Hall has resigned saying there was nothing for the Budget Comm. to do because the Exec. Comm. was 
doing the entire budget.  The Director said that there perhaps should be a change in the process.  He has no 
specific suggestions.  

(Sec’s Note: At t his point the Council was addressed by Bill Bosgraaf regarding the new Elite Players Program. His presentation is included in the Select Teams Section above) 
Old Business – Bruno Trapikas

At our last meeting the region council approved and provided funds for a grants program for the benefit of the “more recreational type of player.”  Dyann Pugliese was appointed Chair of the Grants Committee.  She introduced her committee: Vic Boydo, Todd Hill, Doug Pels, and Wayne Wilson. The Director asked for ideas for what the committee should consider as worthy projects that deserve funds.  The committee will distribute a fleshed out proposal prior to the AGM for consideration at the next meeting.  Contact Dyann Pugliese with ideas that may be included within the grants criteria.  
At this point the group was addressed by Marge Madriago.  She encouraged  nominations for the annual Werner Fricker Award.

No applications to host 2009 Region events were received.  Both the Tournament of Champions and the Region Cups are wanting for sites.  The new deadline for bids is Dec. 31.  
New Business – Bruno Trapikas  
Several changes for the Tournament of Champions were proposed in writing by Bill Davey.  Each change was voted upon individually.  
IL/KS moved to add to the list of invited teams:  “the runner-up of the previous year’s Tournament of Champions”  in both Section I, TITLES AND AWARDS, section I, (1) Men’s Open Division and  to section (2) Women’s Open Division, Men’s U/23 and O/30 Division, Women’s U/23 and 0/30 Division, Co-ed Division (re-lettering as necessary).  Passed unanimously.
KY/WI moved to add to Section IV., TEAM AND PLAYER ELIGIBILITY:  Any player requiring a Professional Player Release Form, International Player Clearance, Previous Team Release Form, or any other document proof of eligibility must have that/those documents available for review at the Tournament Venue.  Passed unanimously.

KY/IL moved to replace the first sentence of Section IV., TEAM AND PLAYER ELIGIBILITY,  g,   

From:  Each player must have a player-pass issued by the State Association, Regional or National League.

To:     Each player must have a valid player-pass issued by the State Association, Regional League, National League, or State affiliated League.   Passed unanimously.

IL/KS moved to replace Section V, UNIFORMS,  a ,

From:  Each player must have a permanently affixed number, at least 6" high, on the back of his/her jersey, including the goalkeeper. Each player on a team must wear a different number.

To:  Each player's shirts, shorts and socks on a team must all be alike.  Clearly visible numbers, at least six inches high and sewn, pressed, or silk screened on, must be worn on the back of each player’s jersey, including the goalkeeper. Each player on a team must wear a different number.   Passed unanimously.
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MI/KY moved to replace Section VII., SCHEDULING, a. to:  The Tournament Committee will determine the length of all games.  Games will be no less than sixty (60) minutes.  The final games will be ninety (90) minutes when feasible.  Passed unanimously.
 WI/IL moved to table the proposal to add a paragraph regarding Goal Differential limitation to Section VIII, Scoring and Eliminations.    A proposal to swap the positions of tiebreakers (i) and (ii) within the same section was included the motion to table.  Passed unanimously.
IL/KY moved to replace the language of Section IX,  DICIPLINARY MATTERS, g. to:
Fines, bonds and protest fees go to the Midwest Region’s Treasury.  Passed unanimously.

Good of the Game – Bruno Trapikas
The Director suggested that each state tell the council about 1 to 3 things that are going on within their state that they would like the region to be aware of.  
OHN - There is a new USL team in Cleveland.  The state hopes to work with the team to the benefit of both.  A Croatian team won the 2007 Tournament of Champions.  They are going to become more involved with Southern Ohio to have OHN history and individuals recognized in the Ohio Soccer Hall of Fame.  

KS – They are successfully recruiting more Hispanic and women’s leagues affiliated.  

WI – They continue to promote U-23 league and tournaments.  They are also trying to assist the WPSL, the O-30 leagues and trying to increase Hispanic involvement in the state.

KY – They have been working with the Hispanic communities.  A Hall of Fame is being organized in conjunction with KY Youth soccer.  She is proud of the referee development in the state.  She specifically mentioned Rachel Bramlege who is doing very well on the region and national levels.
MN – They are successfully strengthening the state organization.  Their registration numbers are increasing.

IN – They are going to be broadcasting several paid sixty second spots on Hispanic radio stations around the state.  

SOH – The inaugural Ohio Soccer Hall of Fame induction was held at Crew Stadium in September.  The state holds an annual referee clinic for all referees who work adult games.  It is timed so that they receive the latest information from the referees who attended the National Camp.  The state has sanctioned an O-50 indoor tournament to be held in January, 2008 in Dayton.

MO  –  (Sec. Note:  The remarks by MO were inaudible.  No additional information was available)
MI – They are going to have a state office located in a new indoor facility.  They will also have a paid administrator.   They are starting a U-23 league.   They have three new Hispanic leagues.  The SRA has held several Spanish referee clinics to provide those leagues with officials.  New fields are being identified.

IA – They held their Hall of Fame recently.  Don Keller was inducted.  They are working to get the leagues incorporated and file the proper forms.  That helps with field development.  They also encourage partnership with the youth and community college to have fields made available to them.  
SD – Their numbers are back up again.  They are getting Hispanics leagues involved.  There is a new complex being built in Rapid City that will have six fields.
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IL – They have a very strong relationship with the Chicago Fire.  They are adding more U-23 competition.  They have a very successful Beach Soccer Tournament in the summer.  They are going to host a large Spanish/English referee clinic in November.   They have greatly improved their state office and updated their computer network.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 am.

Respectfully submitted for corrections or additions,
Ken Conselyea

Secretary
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