Minutes

MIDWEST REGION

USASA

Indianapolis, IN

October 7, 2005

  The meeting was called to order at 10:05 am.  In attendance were:


Director        (1) – Bruno Trapikas


Deputy Director (1) – Barbara Ulrich


Secretary       (1) – Ken Conselyea


Treasurer       (1) – Bill Davey


Illinois        (4) – George Chazaro, Branko Ilic,


                    - Bob Balciunas, Federico Lopez,


                    - Mario Candia, Hector Nava, Joseph Zyzda,


Indiana         (4) – James Carson, Doug Pels, Allen Egilmez,


                    - Brendaliz Figueroa, Raquel Guerra,


                    - Gina O’Connell


Iowa            (3) – Harold Kahler


Kansas          (2) – Vic Boydo


Kentucky        (3) – Peggy Polley


Michigan        (4) – Gerhard Mengel, Harold Kirkwood,


                    - Helmut von Oetinger, Dyann Pugliese


Minnesota       (4) – James Carpenter


Missouri        (1) – Casey Frankewicz, Holly Hollingsworth


Nebraska        (3) – Charles Hagen


Ohio North      (3) – Blaz Pesorda, Gianfranco Borroni,


                    - Albert Kaufmann


South Dakota    (2) – William Cross


Southern Ohio   (3) – Ken Baldeosingh, Don Frye, Sarah Wallis


Wisconsin       (2) – Richard Williams, Bill Sandoval


Guests              - Debra Trapikas, Region Cups


                    - Don Keller, Veterans Cup

                    - Cathy O’Neill, Women’s Development


                    - Dan Trainor, NPSL


                    - Jerry Zanelli, WPSL


                    - Tom Hayes, USASA Insurance
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REPORTS OF OFFICERS

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Bruno Trapikas

   USASA insurance has been improved.  The medical insurance has the same 

   coverage but there have been increased amounts of many of the scheduled

   items.  The liability insurance has been doubled.  The premium charged 

   to the states will be a little more than currently necessary.  

   The approximate $.50 overage will be held aside to be used when an

   increase comes.  It will be used to keep from having to raise the premium

   to the states.  There is an option to increase total medical insurance

   from $5000 to $10,000.  Cost is $3.75 per player.  Option is available

   from the league level up.

   The Executive Committee has allocated $15,000 to produce the Men’s Amateur

   Cup Final on television.  It will bring attention to the Cups Program and 

   perhaps will gather sponsors.

   A change in USASA committee appointments was announced.  Carlos Rodriquez

   is now Chair of the Select Team Program.

   Next year’s Midyear Meeting will be in the Washington D.C. area on

   October 20-22, 2006.

   There is no clear understanding of what is happening with the USSF

   restructuring.  There is a NBOD meeting on Nov. 12th.  More should be

   known then.

   The USASA has contributed $5000 to hurricane relief.  Provisional 

   membership has been granted to a new national league.  It is named

   National League Soccer.  It is based in Florida.

   He confirmed there will be no Men’s Over 30 Competition at the Veteran’s

   Cup.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR – Barbara Ulrich

   She thanked the group for all the kindness and thoughts received at the

   passing of her daughter.  It is much appreciated.

SECRETARIES REPORT – Ken Conselyea

   IL/KY moved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting as distributed.

   Passed unanimously.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Bill Davey

   He distributed a written report (available from the Sec.).

SELECT TEAM REPORT – Allen Egilmez

   He distributed information regarding the NSC venue for the Select Team

   Trials in MN next May 27, 28, 29 (afts).  He pointed out many of the

   excellent features of the facility including reduced lodging rates

   making the trials more affordable.  They also have a website 

   www.nscsports.com which will help all participants find information

   relating to the trials and surrounding area attractions.  He spoke about

   the possibilities of states combining teams with neighboring states to

   reduce cost and provide opportunities for good players to participate.
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TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS – Barbara Ulrich

   The 2006 event will be held near Cleveland, July 29-30.  U-23 and Coed

   Divisions for both men and women have been added for 2006.  State 

   Champions, Runner’s up and League champions are qualified to enter the

   new divisions.  Information and directions to Lost Nations Park will be

   available at the AGM in March.  Deadline for entries is July 8.  The 2005

   T of C Champions - Men’s Open - RW Adria-IL, Women’s Open – Kolping

   Bengals–SOH (retired Mary Hollerung Trophy), Men’s O-30 – Milwaukee

   Kickers-IL were congratulated.

At this point the council was addressed by Dan Trainor, Commissioner of the

National Premier Soccer League.  The region has six teams playing in the

league.  The National Champion is the Detroit Arsenal.  The NPSL website is

www.npsl.info.  They are looking for more teams to participate.  Annual team budget is approximately $30-$35 thousand.  It is primarily a U-23 league.

Jerry Zanelli of the WPSL also spoke to the group.  He announced that a 

player from the league (Nancy Augustyniak of FC Indiana) has been named

to the US Women’s National Team.  Their website is www.wpsl.info.

They also welcome more teams.

MIDYEAR MEETING – Hector Nava

   He welcomed everyone to the meeting and encouraged all to participate

   in the many events planned for the weekend.

APPEALS – Bruno Trapikas for Brian Darling

   No appeals were heard.

MEMBERSHIP – Brendaliz Figueroa

   She gave a brief report of her activities.

HISPANIC DEVELOPMENT – George Chazaro

   He reported on efforts in Nebraska to assist in recruiting a league there.

Tom Hayes spoke about the new policy that has more coverage in both

liability and medical.  This is a new Travelers Assistance program.

The Director recognized and congratulated the Region Coach of the Year

Samir Youkhanna of Illinois. (Sec. note: Mr. Youkhanna was named 2005

National Coach of the Year the next day.)

VETERAN’S CUP – Don Keller

   He distributed literature about 2006 National Veteran’s Cup to be held

   in Wilmington, N.C., July 19-23 (afts).  He said they will schedule games

   earlier and later in the day with a break in the middle to deal with

   hot weather.  The Committee is seeking bids for the 2007 event.

   March 1st is the deadline for entry of the O-45, 50, 55 & 60.  May 1st
   is the deadline for O-35 & 40.  Referees receive meals and lodging.

REFEREES – Holly Hollingsworth

   He thanked Ken Baldeosingh for his assistance through the transition

   and first year.  He distributed a written report (afts).
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WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT – Cathy O’Neill

   She requested that each state attempt to increase the number of women’s

   teams participating in all of the tournaments.  It is a good recruiting

   tool for affiliation.  She also asked the states to send more women

   referees to the events.  Ken Conselyea introduced Sarah Wallis, the

   Southern Ohio Women’s Representative.  He asked that the members of the

   council assist and advise her on ways to increase women participation

   within her state.

GRANTS COMMITTEE – Harold Kahler

   He expressed the hope that more members would take advantage of the

   “Build USASA Grants” program.

COED NATIONAL CHAMPION – William Cross

   He distributed literature about the 2006 event to be held in Dubuque, IA

   on August 18-20. (afts)  He hoped for more participation this year because

   it will be in this region.

The Director recognized and congratulated the Region Referee of the Year,

Michael Salyers of Southern OH. (Sec. note: Mr. Salyers was named 2005 National Referee of the Year the next day.)

RULES COMMITTEE – Doug Pels

   He distributed a copy of the final draft of the Region Policy Manual.

   (afts)  This manual covers only regional policies.  USASA is referenced

   when necessary.  The Pat Smith Award is included as adopted in July 2005.

   SOH/KY moved to adopt the manual as written.  There were several house-

   keeping/editorial changes and “friendly amendments” accepted by both SOH

   and KY as original proponents.

   The Deputy Director/MI moved that 510 Disciplinary, Section 8 to now read

   “The Tournament Committee may impose sanctions against an individual

   player, coach or entire team for displaying gross or unsporting behavior.

   Sanctions may include prohibiting participation in the Tournament of

   Champions the following year.  The State Association, Regional or

   National League of the sanctioned party may appeal the Committee’s

   decision at the next meeting of the Regional Council”.  Passed

   unanimously.  MI/NE moved to change 509 Scoring and Eliminations,

   Section 4 to include “or final game”, then remove 509, Section 5 and

   renumber the sections.  Passed.  The Policy Manual was unanimously adopted

   with the changes and amendments noted above.  MI/WI moved to authorize

   Doug Pels and the Executive Committee to go through the document to make

   non-substitutive changes as necessary prior to publication.  Passed

   unanimously.  The final document will be posted online when completed.

   All states will receive a hard copy as well.  The manual will also be

   translated into Spanish.  The Director suggested Helmut von Oetinger write

   an application to the “Build USASA Committee” to pay for the translation

   expense.

COACHING COMMITTEE – Aleks Mihailovic

   He gave a verbal report.  He answered questions regarding the USASA

   Coaching License and player selection.

Midwest Region Minutes  10/7/05…..page 5

NATIONAL CUPS – Debra Trapikas

   She distributed a written report. (afts)  She reviewed the deadlines for

   entries into the Cups.  They are posted online and available from State

   Cup Commissioners.  She urged support for amendments that will allow the 

   USASA Executive Committee to make changes in Cup policies.

REGION WEBSITE – Debra Trapikas

   She distributed a written report. (afts)  A lot of new information,

   contests and surveys make the site worth checking often.  She is also

   making changes to make it more user friendly.

USASA BUDGET – Branko Ilic

   No report.

USASA HALL OF FAME – Richard Williams

   He distributed copies of the Nomination Form. (afts)  He spoke about the

   establishment of the Hall of Fame Committee and the criteria for

   nominations.  Players, Coaches, Administrators and Referees will be

   included.

OLD BUSINESS

   IL has submitted a bid to host the 2007 Tournament of Champions on

   July 28-29.  They want to host the event in Rockford, IL.  They asked

   for $3300 from the region.  The Executive Committee recommends acceptance

   of the bid.  KY/NE moved to accept the bid.  Passed unanimously.
   There were no written bids to host the 2007 Region Cups.  IN has since

   indicated it would like to be the host.  IA/MI moved to authorize the

   Executive Committee to approve the IN bid if it meets the requirements.

   Passed unanimously.
   The Director read a letter from George Chazaro, President of Illinois

   proposing that the new Women’s Traveling Trophy (Tournament of Champions)

   be named in honor of Flo Dyson of Chicago.  The Executive Committee 

   recommends approval.  ON/KY moved to name the new Tourn. of Champs

   Women’s Traveling Trophy in honor of Flo Dyson.  Passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned until 3/10/06 in Las Vegas.

Respectfully submitted for additions and corrections.

Ken Conselyea

Secretary

MIDWEST REGION

