MARCH 2004
MIDWEST REGION

USASA

New York, NY

March 5, 2004

The meeting was called to order at 1:20 pm. In attendance were:

Director (1) - Bruno Trapikas

Deputy Director (1) - Barbara Ulrich

Secretary (1) - Ken Conselyea

Treasurer (1) - Bill Davey

Illinois (4) - George Chazaro, Joseph Zyzada

Indiana (3) - James Carson, Klem Zumbraegel, Daniel Nava

Iowa (3) - Don Keller, Ron Feltes

Kansas (2) - Vic Boydo

Kentucky (2) - Bill Pearson

Michigan (3) - Dyann Pugliese, Harold Kirkwood, Helmut von Oetinger, Carlos Folino

Minnesota (4) - James Carpenter, Toni Bazakos, Susana Espinosa de Sygulla

Missouri (1) - Casey Frankewicz

Nebraska (3) - Charles Hagen, Jeff Hulbert

Ohio North (3) - Gianfranco Borroni, Blaz Pesorda, Tom Chapman, Albert Kaufmann

South Dakota (1) - 

Southern Ohio (3) - Ken Baldeosingh

Wisconsin (2) - Joe Krzyzaniak

Guests - Gerhard Mengel-Nat’l Cups

- Debra Sober-Nat’l Cups

- Cathy O’Neill-Women’s Dev., Publicity

- Allen Egilmez-Select Team

- Tom Hayes-USASA Insurance

Brad Hayes-US Soccer Foundation
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CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE – Harold Kirkwood

He conducted roll call. IA/KS moved to waive the order of the agenda to consider appeals regarding unpaid fines and voting for this meeting. Passed unanimously. MO had been fined $200 for non-attendance at a meeting held within the region. MI/IN moved to waive the fine because the MO representative had an accident immediately prior to the meeting. He was unable to attend or find another person to replace him. Passed unanimously. NE had been fined $200 for non-attendance at a meeting held within the region. Treas./IN moved that NE be allowed to vote at this meeting but the fine would not be waived. Passed unanimously. KY had been fined $200 for non-attendance of a meeting held within the region. The state does not ask for a waiver. IN/ON moved to waive fines for KY and NE. Passed.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS
DIRECTOR – Bruno Trapikas

A pre-meeting report had been mailed. A logo for USASA has not been decided upon. In an effort to determine how each region thinks the USASA should be identified, an informal poll was conducted. Choices were: USASA – Adult Soccer – US Adult Soccer – United States Adult Soccer Association – Adult Amateur – USA Soccer The Council did not reach a consensus. US Adult Soccer received the most votes.

The Director raised questions regarding the USASA Budget that had been mailed out. It showed a surplus of $18,000. He believes that the budget approved by the last Exec. Committee had a surplus of $69,000. He will try to determine how and when the difference occurred.

He discussed the morning’s NBOD meeting. There was a long Executive Committee session re: The Men’s Nat’l Team compensation package. There was very interesting Preliminary Statistical Report about soccer participation. One thing he pointed out was that 18 million adults played soccer last year. More than 7 million of those stated they played "organized soccer". He said that there may be a profit of perhaps $3 million from the 2003 Women’s World Cup. USSF Membership Services were discussed. What improvements should be made? He requested suggestions be sent to him. He recognized Cathy O’Neill for receiving a 1st place national award for soccer photography. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR – Barbara Ulrich

She did not have specific items to report.

SECRETARIES REPORT – Ken Conselyea

He had received no correspondence relevant to this meeting. 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Bill Davey

He distributed a Treasurer’s Report. (available from the Secretary)
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SELECT TEAM – Allen Egilmez

He distributed a written report (afts). He congratulated Cathy O’Neill for her appointment as Women’s Team Administrator. He covered the results of the Select Team Committee meeting last February. The rule change proposal for joint teams fostered most discussion. Forms will be available on line. Entries for trials should be in Allen’s hands by May 1, 2004. He conducted a poll of the states to ascertain the number of teams planning to participate in the trials.

Jerry Zanelli addressed the group promoting the Women’s Premier Soccer League. Our region has three teams currently participating in the league.

Tom Hayes representing the Division liability and medical insurance, announced a new option for the medical insurance. For $4 additional per player the insurance cap can be raised from $5000 to $10,000. The change must be at league level or higher. Missouri raised some questions regarding the scheduled policy limits versus the total dollar cap.

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS – Barbara Ulrich

The event will be held on July 23-25 near Detroit, MI. Deadline to enter is June 18. This will be the silver anniversary of the tournament. Michigan and the tournament committee are planning a celebration of the 25th. Michigan passed out a package of material related to the event. Entry forms will be available on the USASA web site. 

Brad Hayes, new chairman of the US Soccer Foundation spoke about his plans and ideas for the future.

MIDYEAR MEETING – Bruno Trapikas for Hector Nava

Region Meeting will be 1:00 pm Friday, August 6th. National Cup Finals will be held in conjunction with the midyear meeting. Games will start Friday morning. Workshops on Saturday. Open Cup Final Saturday night. Other finals on Sunday morning. The host hotel will be the Marriott Lake Mary near Orlando, Florida.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE – George Chazaro

He reported on a committee meeting in Boston in February. He anticipates attending meetings in California and Texas. He is also the Chairman of the Hispanic Development Committee. He offered his assistance to any state attempting to recruit Hispanic leagues. 

REFEREES – Ken Baldeosingh

He distributed a written report (afts). Tarek Khan was announced as Regional Referee of the Year. The quality of games and of officiating at the Select Team Trials was discussed. All states should encourage their better referees to participate.

WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT – Cathy O’Neill

Online contact information will make it easier for women to participate.A workshop is being planned in conjunction with women members of the NSCA. She showed a new brochure that is available.
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USASA GRANTS – Dyann Pugliese

She reminded the group that USASA grants are for purposes of increasing membership.

COACHING REPORT – Bruno Trapikas for Bobby Poursanidis

No report was received. Region Coach of the Year has not been decided.

NATIONAL CUPS – Debra Sober

She distributed a written report (afts). She reviewed the contents including deadline dates. The draw for Men’s Open Cup was discussed. She was authorized to conduct the drawing herself with the Director observing.MI/IA moved that if as a result of the blind draw, for 1st round of Men’s Open Cup, a home team that was a home team the previous year is playing a team that was a visiting team in the previous year, the home/visitor designation will be reversed for the current year. Passed unanimously.

VETERAN’S CUP – Don Keller

7th Annual Vet Cup will be held in Hawaii again this year. Activities for families will be increased. He distributed a packet that provided a great deal of travel information. The Director pointed out that the preliminary results of a USSF Survey show that of adult soccer players 

24% 18-24 years old 

25% 25-34 years old

42% 35-49 years old

11% over 50 years old

COED COMMITTEE – Bruno Trapikas for Bill Cross

The National Finals will be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico 8/27-29, 2004.

RULES – James Carpenter

He talked about the process employed by the Rules Committee to prepare and publish the rule changes for voting.

PUBLICITY – Cathy O’Neill

Keeping In Touch will be online from now on. She discussed some marketing ideas including photos.

USASA BUDGET – James Carson

A copy was distributed (afts).

OLD BUSINESS
Ad hoc Committee for marketing of Select Team – Barbara Ulrich

She distributed an outline of some promotion and targeting strategies (afts). The Director appointed Toni Bazakos to the committee. She will help the committee address concerns relative to officiating at the Select Team Trials. 

NEW BUSINESS – Bruno Trapikas

Insurance is contracted for another 1 ½ years. He is looking favorably on the idea of an Insurance Task Force to look at options between now and then. State web sites were discussed. The Director will suggest that the subject be addressed at one of the midyear meeting workshops.
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NEW BUSINESS continued.

There was discussion of the relative difference between the amount of region subsidy for the Select Team Trials and the Tournament of Champions. IN/MN moved to increase the budget for Select Team Trials by $1000. Motion failed. 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted for additions and corrections.

Ken Conselyea

Secretary

