Minutes

MIDWEST REGION

USASA

Cleveland, OH

July 28, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am.  In attendance were:



Director        (1) - Bruno Trapikas



Deputy Director (1) - George Chazaro



Secretary       (1) - Ken Conselyea



Treasurer       (1) - Bill Davey



Illinois        (4) - Bob Balciunas, Minos Vlamakis



Indiana         (4) -



Iowa            (3) - Jose Ayala



Kansas          (3) - Vic Boydo



Kentucky        (4) - Peggy Polley



Michigan        (4) - Gerhard Mengel, Dyann Pugliese,

                               - Harold Kirkwood



Minnesota       (4) -



Missouri        (1) - Casey Frankewicz,

                               - Holly Hollingsworth



Nebraska        (3) -



Ohio North      (3) - John Gyekenyesi,

                               - Gianfranco Borroni,

                               - Blaz Pesorda



South Dakota    (2) -



Southern Ohio   (3) - Ken Baldeosingh



Wisconsin       (2) - Richard Williams, Bill Sandoval



Guests              - Brooks McCormick, USASA

                               - Stephanie Walker, USASA

                               - Debra Trapikas, Nat’l Cups

                               - Cathy O’Neill, Women’s Develop.

                               - Everett Polley, Past Reg. Dir.

CREDENTIALS REPORT – Blaz Pesorda

   Roll call was taken.  All states present with the exception 

   of Indiana, Minnesota, Nebraska and South Dakota.  WI/IL moved

   to accept the  Credentials Report.  Passed unanimously.
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REPORTS OF OFFICERS

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Bruno Trapikas

   First he recognized special guests, Brooks McCormick, Stephanie Walker

   and Everett Polley.  Gianfranco Borroni was recognized as a former

   National Chairman and Region Director upon arrival.

   The 2006 Joseph L. Rodrigues Tournament of Champions to be held on this

   weekend had to be cancelled due to field conditions (several inches of

   standing water) caused by extremely heavy rainfall.

   USASA Matters:  The USASA Exec. Committee is working on a system of 

   On-line Registration.  The pilot program is anticipated to cost $35,000

   the first year and $50,000 over each of the following two years.  There

   is a possibility that a sponsor may cover the costs.

   The problems with the USASA office facility continue.  The Exec.

   Committee is looking at several options for relocation.

   Recent developments include the publication of a employee handbook for

   office staff.

   CA South is paid up to date.

   The 2006 Coed Cup was cancelled due to lack of interest.

   The Publicity Committee was formally eliminated.  Regional websites 

   will be funded with the savings.

   Adult Council Bylaws are to be developed.  Marypat Bell, Bruno Trapikas

   and Werner Fricker Jr. are on the committee to write a draft.

   Each region has been given four (4) tickets to all MLS games in that

   region as part of a deal between the MLS and USASA.  The tickets for this

   region will be distributed by the Director.  He distributed a form (also

   available on line) to be filled out to request the tickets for deserving

   persons nominated by the state associations.

   USASA Committee appointments will be announced in September.  Most Region

   appointments will be made following the 2007 AGM.  However there are two

   region positions that should be filled more quickly.  He asked for

   nominations for Region Women’s Coach and for Tournament of Champions

   Commissioner.

   The cost of traveling teams to events has increased dramatically.

   It must either be cut back or sponsorship must be identified or

   registration fees must be increased.

   The USASA Hall of Fame Committee will be announced shortly.  Sixty

   individuals have been identified for possible induction this year.

   (approximately twenty four (24) from the MWR)  The committee believes

   that the first year induction should focus on those who no are longer

   actively involved adult soccer.  Some people will be asked to postpone

   their induction for a year.
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   USSF Matters:  The NBOD has decided that the 2007 AGM will be in

   Los Angeles.  The 2008 AGM will be in Hawaii.

   The Director congratulated both the IL Men’s and Women’s Select Teams

   for winning the Region Select Team Tournament.  National Cups were won

   by seven new teams and one repeat.  He also recognized the Region’s

   Referee of the Year, Blaz Pesorda and the Region’s Coach of the Year,

   Aleks Mihailovic.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR – George Chazaro

   He attended his first USASA Executive Committee meeting.  He expressed

   his approval of the idea of on-line registration.  He attended the 

   the Region Cup Finals.  He congratulated Debra Trapikas and Holly

   Hollingsworth for all the work they do to make it a great event.

   He said that not all state presidents understand the Tournament of 

   Champion rules.  He suggests increasing communication.  He visited the

   Select Team Trials in Minnesota.  He noted that IL will hold its Hall of

   Fame banquet on September 30.  He invited all to attend.

SECRETARIES REPORT – Ken Conselyea

   OHN/KY moved to approve the minutes of the March 10, 2006 meeting

   previously distributed.  Passed unanimously.  Notes of thank you received

   from Dyann Pugliese for sending flowers and cards at the passing of her

   mother were shared with the council.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Bill Davey

   He distributed a Budget Analysis Summary for 2005-06. (available from

   the secretary)  There will be some changes in it especially since the

   Tournament of Champions was cancelled.  Also the subsidy for U-23 Cups

   promotion has not been spent as yet.  A DVD of the Region Cup Finals

   is being funded. 

SELECT TEAM – Bruno Trapikas for Allen Egilmez

   A written report was distributed. (afts)  The 2007 Region Tournament

   has been changed to June 2nd and 3rd  in hopes of increasing 

   participation.

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS – Bruno Trapikas for Barbara Ulrich

   The 2007 event is scheduled for Rockford, IL.  It may be moved closer

   to Chicago.  Last year, against the advice of the Director, the Council

   voted to add Men’s and Women’s U-23 and a Coed Division to the event.

   These new divisions generated very little interest.  The Director and

   Secretary both expressed desire to discontinue these divisions, however

   the Council decided to keep them another year.

MIDYEAR MEETING – Bruno Trapikas for Hector Nava

   He confirmed the meeting would be held at the Hilton Mark Center in

   Alexandria, VA., October 20-22.  Region Meetings will be Friday morning,

   Hall of Fame Dinner Friday night, Workshops on Saturday.  There will be

   a National Council meeting on Oct. 22.

APPEALS – No Report
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MEMBERSHIP – Peggy Polley for Brenda Figueroa

   She related that Brenda had attended AYSO meetings in Chicago and

   Orlando.  It was noted by the Treasurer that she had not requested

   reimbursement.

HISPANIC DEVELOPMENT  - George Chazaro

   The Director recognized Jose Ayala from IA.  George reported that two

   states had recently affiliated Hispanic teams (MI-42)(MO-36).

   He reminded the council that USASA grants are available to assist in

   recruiting new leagues, teams and players.  There was discussion about

   the need and positive results of increased Spanish speaking referee

   instruction and Hispanic assignors.  It is likely that the USSF will

   change the Hispanic Development Committee to become a committee with

   more diverse development goals.

VETERAN’S CUP – Bruno Trapikas for Don Keller

   A written report was sent via email. (afts)  Eighty-five (85) total 

   teams – fourteen (14) from MWR.  Congratulations to:




MI Shooting Stars – runner up W-O55




St. Louis SC      – runner up M-O60

   Officiating was much improved.  2007 Vet Cup will be in

   Bellingham, WA

REFEREE COMMITTEE – Holly Hollingsworth

   He distributed a written report. (afts)  Blaz Pesorda was

   congratulated for being the Region Referee of the Year.

   Ken Baldeosingh was presented the Pat Smith Award at the 

   Region Cups in Dayton, OH.

NATIONAL CUPS – Debra Trapikas

   She submitted a written report. (afts)  She thanked Gerhard

   Mengel for his leadership.  She was pleased with the Region Cups

   Tournament in Southern Ohio.  A DVD is being developed in English

   and Spanish to help recruit U-23 teams to the Cups.  She showed

   the council a “draft” of the video.  It was well received. It will

   be sent to college coaches, states and U-23 clubs and teams that can be

   identified.  She spoke of many efforts to increase participation.

WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT – Cathy O’Neill

   She distributed a copy of the Region II Women’s Soccer Quarterly

   Report, her Women’s Development Report (afts) and a CD containing

   photos and information.  A copy of the CD will be sent to each

   state’s Women’s Representative.

   She wants Women’s Reps to send in information of what is happening

   in the state to be included in the next Quarterly Report.

   Deadline for next issue is September 15, 2006.  She requests 

   copies of successful advertising that might be used by others.
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COACHING – Bruno Trapikas for Aleks Milhailovic

   He was unable to attend due to family matters.

GRANTS COMMITTEE – Dyann Pugliese

   She reiterated that grants are for increasing membership.

   Brooks McCormick spoke about grants in general.  He reported 

   that he wants to seek grants from outside sources as a 501,C,3

   organization.  There was also considerable discussion about the 

   need for referees and assignors for all ethnic groups.

COED COMMITTEE – Bruno Trapikas for Bill Cross

   The 2006 National Coed Competition has been cancelled because of

   lack of entries.

RULES – Bruno Trapikas for Doug Pels

   There are no new proposals at this time.

GUESTS

   Brooks McCormick spoke at length about improvements and goals 

   for the division.  Office will be run in a more businesslike

   manner, including regular distribution of financial reports.

   On-line Registration is being developed.  Demisphere has 

   partnered with USASA to build a flexible program that will be

   compatible with the state systems currently in use.  He plans

   to look closely at all USASA programs, evaluate their cost/

   benefit and make changes where necessary.  Committee appointments

   will be made in September.

There was a virtual meeting with Sean Rose of Demosphere.  He gave

a power point presentation and Q&A on the new on-line registration program.

HALL OF FAME – Richard Williams

   He reviewed the process leading up to the first induction

   ceremony that will be at a dinner held during the October

   Midyear Meeting.

OLD BUSINESS – Bruno Trapikas

   One hundred fifty (150) shirts were printed for the 2006

   Tournament of Champions that was cancelled due to poor field

   conditions.  MI/KY moved that the three (3) teams that had

   arrived prior to the cancellation receive the champion’s shirts

   (20 per team).  Each MWR State Representative should receive one.

   The remainder will be donated to the US Soccer Foundation 

   Passback Program with the assistance of Gianfranco Borroni.

   Passed unanimously.
Midwest Region Minutes  7/28/06     page 6.

NEW BUSINESS

   The region is looking at where to hold its 2008 Select Team

   Trials, the Region Cups and the Tournament of Champions.  States

   should complete and send in a bid to host an event.  Bid Proposal

   packages were distributed.  They are also available online.  

   Proposals should be submitted to the Director by October 1st.

   Decisions will be made at the Midyear Meeting, October 20th.

2006-07 REGIONAL BUDGET – Bill Davey

   He distributed the Executive Committee’s budget proposal.

   It had also been posted on the website prior to the meeting.

   He discussed the line items and answered questions.  KY/MI moved

   to accept the budget as prepared.  Passed.
   The Regional Referee Coordinator submitted a budget proposal

   to have the region fund and administrate the Referee Exchange

   Program that has been in place for several years.  Each year

   Region III and the MWR region have sent referees and assessors

   to each other’s Cups tournaments.  It has been funded by the

   participating individual’s states.  MI/SO moved to reopen the

   budget.  Passed.  MI/KY moved to add $1500 to the budget to fund

   the Referees Exchange Program.  Sec/ON moved to amend by adding

   that each state should be assessed $125 to fund the program

   bringing the total of $1725.  Passed.  After some discussion

   ON/MI moved to reconsider the last motion.  Passed.  OS/MI moved 

   to add $1500 to the budget to pay for the Referee Exchange Program

   without identifying a method of funding the program.
   Discussion of the process of selecting the participants in the

   exchange program was tabled until October.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted for corrections and additions.

Ken Conselyea

Secretary

MIDWEST REGION

