FEBRUARY 2003
MIDWEST REGION

USASA

San Diego, CA

February 21, 2003

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am. In attendance were:

Director (1) - Bruno Trapikas

Deputy Director (1) - Barbara Ulrich

Secretary (1) - Ken Conselyea

Treasurer (1) - Bill Davey

Illinois (4) - George Chazaro, Joseph Zyzda,Branko Ilic, Hector Nava

Indiana (3) - James Carson, Doug Pels, Daniel Nava

Iowa (2) - Harold Kahler, Don Keller, John Dodge, Greg Annexstad

Kansas (2)* - Vic Boydo, Paul Beyer, Ermanno Rossi

Kentucky (2) - Brian Darling

Michigan (4) - Gerhard Mengel, Helmut von Oetinger, Dyann Pugliese, Debra Sober, Nadhir Zoma, Harold Kirkwood

Minnesota (2) - James Carpenter, Toni Bazakos,Cameron Parkhurst

Missouri (2) - Casey Frankewicz

Nebraska (3) - Charles Hagen

Ohio North (3) - Blaz Pesorda, Gina Van Vorous

South Dakota (0) - Jackie Hemenway, Jennifer Slater-Unruh,

Southern Ohio (3) - Ken Baldeosingh, Al O’Campo

Wisconsin (2) - Richard Williams

Committees - Membership-Peggy Polley;

- Select Team-Allen Egilmez;

- Pub./Women Devel.-Cathy O’Neill

- Coaching-Bobby Poursanidis;

Guests - Reg. Coach of the Year-Tom Zaiss;

- Reg. Ref. of the Year-Mikael Lundqvist;

- WPSL-Jerry Zanelli;

- Insurance-Tom Hayes;

- USSF Foundation-Jim Hamilton;

- Chair, Coed Cup – Lois Ebensberger;

- USASA Administrator – Stephanie Walker

Midwest Region Minutes 2/21/03 page 2.
CREDENTIALS REPORT – George Chazaro

Roll was called. All states present (KY was ruled as represented by Peggy Polley until the delegate arrived later in the meeting). * MI/MN moved to grant KS an additional vote (total 2) for this meeting because KS stated they had not been given credit for teams registered on July 9, 2002. Passed Unanimously.

OFFICERS REPORT – Bruno Trapikas

He reported on significant items from the last NBOD meeting. The US Soccer Foundation will hold its annual fundraising dinner on March 25th. Tickets are $500 each. Grants from the Foundation are to be reduced this year due to reduced income from investments. He told the group that the USSF sends out Quarterly Financial Reports. If a state is not receiving them, contact USSF. States must send the USSF an annual Financial Statement and also all changes in their Constitution and Bylaws. There was lengthy discussion about headgear for soccer players. A statement of policy will be issued in the near future. There has been a change in the Open Cup process that will benefit USASA teams.

Regarding USASA matters: There was some discussion whether the USASA should hold a Midyear Meeting this fall, two months after the AGM. A straw vote indicated the council was split 50/50 in favor of a Midyear Meeting this fall. The Director thinks there will be no MYM. A Region fall meeting will still be necessary. Ohio North had previously requested the fall meeting be held there. Michigan, Indiana and Minnesota indicated a desire to host the meeting as well. MI/MN moved that if there is no midyear meeting the region will hold its meeting on Oct. 11. Passed unanimously. Treas./MI moved to accept bids. The Executive Committee to decide which bid to accept. Passed unanimously. The Director conducted a straw poll that indicated the group was in favor of the next election cycle to be 18 month term as opposed to a 6 month term. New directories will be distributed this weekend. The Director noted his zip code number in the new directory should be corrected to 60664. The Director mentioned some sanctioning of unaffiliated indoor games by the USSF. He will be following through on the problem and will report in the future. He spoke in favor of the continuance of $15.00(not $15.50) cost/player fee for registering with USASA. A copy of a proposed USASA logo was passed around for comment. The USSF has requested that its method of counting registrations for the AGM in Aug. 2003 during the current transition period between teams and player registrations should be: 

Count individual registrations between Sept. 1, 2002 and June 30, 2003. Teams that were registered between June 30, 2002 and August 31, 2002 will be assumed to have 18 players each. The total registration will be then based upon number of players.

DEPUTY DIRECTORS REPORT – Barbara Ulrich

She remarked that the USASA has moved forward in the past 12 months. The office has been moved. There are new employees and a great deal more communication is coming from the USASA. There are two new regional leagues and a new national league.
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SECRETARIES REPORT – Ken Conselyea

He read a letter of appreciation from Julie Ilacqua for honoring her by naming a trophy. IN/WI moved to approve the minutes (as corrected and previously distributed). Passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Bill Davey

He distributed invoices for 02/03 Regional fees. (available from secretary) Fees are due immediately. He proposed amending the 02/03 budget to reflect additional cup subsidy money received from the USASA and therefore reducing the amount of the regional travel subsidy from $742 to $350. IA/WI moved to accept the proposal. Passed unanimously. There was a dispute regarding the 02/03 budget for sending Regional Select Team Coaches and/or Select Team Administrators to the midyear meeting in San Diego or Indianapolis in the fall. (The Sec. was directed to listen to the tapes of the previous meeting, report back to the Director who in turn would report a summary of the discussion and the resulting decision. The budget line items: 

Coach – Admin.- Men Meeting $1200

Coach - Admin.- Women Meeting $1200

were so that all four could attend the scheduled meeting in Indianapolis, IN.)

COED NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS – Lois Ebensberger

The tournament will be held in Virginia Beach on August 22-24. She emphasized that the eligibility rules are fairly loose as long as the players are registered. She distributed brochures and a form for bidding to host the 2004 Championship. The deadline for bids is June 1, 2003. 

NATIONAL CUPS – Debra Sober, Gerhard Mengel

Hector Nava has been appointed Assistant Regional Cup Chair. Debra Sober spoke about changes in the Open Cup that will benefit USASA teams. Region Cups will be held in Farmington Hills, MI on June 27-29. In the past drawings for Cup seeding have been done at the midyear meeting. This year’s extended deadlines will not allow it. The Treasurer suggested that the Chair and her assistant conduct the drawing in the presence of the National Cup Commissioner, Gerhard Mengel as overseer. The Chair agreed to that procedure. The results will be announced following the draw. There was a long discussion about the cost of entering the cups. Some felt the twenty-five dollar ($25.00) per team charged by the region should be transferred to the states. Some felt it should be removed. Others wish it to remain as is. It was decided that since it had already been included in the current budget, the time to make a change would be in the next fiscal year. The Council was encouraged to give their input on this and all budget items during the budget proposal process. Suggestions are requested at the end of August and September as the new budget is being prepared. Approval of the next budget will be at the fall meeting. 

At this point the group was addressed by Jim Hamilton of the US Soccer Foundation. He was  followed by Tom Hayes, USASA Insurance. Mr. Hayes distributed Insurance Summaries in both English and Spanish (afts).

Jerry Zanelli of the Women’s Premier Soccer League was introduced. 

Marge Madriago spoke about the Werner Fricker Memorial Builder Award. 

Stephanie Walker was introduced. She spoke to the group and distributed the new USASA Directory.
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NATIONAL CUPS resumed – Gerhard Mengel

He talked about the new Open Cup process. It is an effort to increase opportunities for USASA teams. He reiterated that all bond money goes straight to the USASA office. 

VETERAN’S CUP – Barbara Ulrich

New entry deadline is 4/1/03 for the Cups to be held in Hawaii, Aug. 6-10. Entry fee for Over-55 teams will be waived. Thirty-one teams in all divisions have entered so far. She offered material to all states to encourage participation.

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS – Vic Boydo

He distributed information (afts) about the tournament to be held in  Kansas City, KS.July 25-26-27, 2003. Additional information will be available on the web site www.kansassoccer.com Deadline for entry is June 26, 2003.

MEMBERSHIP – Don Keller, Peggy Polley

The committee wants to help the states increase their members. Contact him to tell him of events where membership materials and/or spokesmen can be useful. 

COACHING – Bobby Poursanidis

He talked about the coaching program and the coaching license. He distributed information about the Adult License (afts). He also requested that every state send him the name of a coaching contact person. He handed out a flyer from IL’s "C" license course that will be held Sept. 13-21. The Director recognized the Region’s Coach of the Year, Tom Zaiss and the Referee of the Year, Mikael Lundqvist.

REFEREE REPORT – Ken Baldeosingh

A written report (afts) was distributed. He elaborated on several of the points.

SELECT TEAM – Allen Egilmez

He distributed a package (afts) containing the results of the 2003 Donnelly Cup, entry forms for the 2003 Select Team Trials and information about the trials, location, facility and hotels. Deadline for entries is April 1st. The 2004 Donnelly Cup will be held again in January. The Soccer Festival will be July 27th through August 4th in Houston, TX. He took a straw poll of that showed that there was a possibility of having 15 teams entered in the 2003 Select Team Trials. 

RULES COMMITTEE – James Carpenter

He distributed a draft of the Region Administrative Manual (afts). He asked that corrections and suggestions to be sent to him. The Director asked for a final document in July so that the Council would have the opportunity to reaffirm the rules in August.

WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT – Cathy O’Neill

She distributed a written report (afts). She also requested comments about the Women’s Development Program. She noted her zip code should be 45459 in the new USASA directory.
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MIDYEAR MEETING – Hector Nava

He announced several changes in the workshop schedule.

DATA BASE – Debra Sober

The Council was reminded to send all their league, team and player registration information to the USASA. The newly designed USASA web site was discussed. Debra was commended for her work on the project.

GRANTS – Dyann Pugliese

She expressed disappointment that only two applications have been received.More states are urged to apply. She noted a correction in the new USASA directory – her zip code should be 48044.

APPEALS – Brian Darling

He reported that an appeal had been processed and a decision rendered without consultation with him as Region II committee member. The Director expressed serious concern about the appeals process. 

PUBLICITY – Cathy O’Neill

She distributed a written report (afts). She asked for articles for the "Keeping In Touch" newsletter.

USASA BUDGET – James Carson

He reported there would be a meeting in April.

NEW BUSINESS – Bruno Trapikas

Hosting Applications for 2005 events will be sent out in March or April. Anyone wishing to attend the US Soccer Foundation’s Dinner, contact the Director. MI asked that a poll be taken to gage the council’s feeling about converting to a calendar year rather than the current September through August. Most felt the USSF should lead in the matter. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted for corrections and additions,

Ken Conselyea

Secretary
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